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Workflow:

1. Read closely for textual problems
2. Conjecture solutions
3. ‘Apply thought’ to conjectures

A. E. Housman, “The Application of Thought to Textual Criticism.” 
In Proceedings of the Classical Association 18, 1921: 67–84.
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The best conjectures are often made…

‘…on holiday when one feels no 
obligation to be busy, and the relaxed mind 
summons up and integrates things long 
forgotten. The period after Christmas is 
particularly productive, when everything is 
shut and one is slouched in an armchair 
half-asleep. The Muse of Textual 
Conjecture (let us call her Eustochia) only 
visits those who have worked, but she does 
not visit us when we are actually 
working…’

Nisbet, R. G. M. 1991. “How textual conjectures are made” 
Materiali e discussioni per l’analisi dei testi classici 26: 65-91.
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2022
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A Humanistic Approach 
to Artificial Intelligence

Leventis Inaugural Lecture 
Edinburgh, 1 October 2025 

  

2023
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2024Pisa-Princeton workshop
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2025
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2025
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Launch of the Logion App 2026
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Seven Humanistic Challenges to AI

1. Description and meaning making
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‘A two-month, ten-man study of 
artificial intelligence […] on the 
basis of the conjecture that every 
aspect of learning or any other 
feature of intelligence can in 
principle be so precisely described 
that a machine can be made to 
simulate it.’ (Dartmouth, 1956)

 Defined artificial intelligence as a field 
of enquiry, by postulating the 
hypothesis it sought to test. 

 Humanist reactions and game of one 
upmanship and shifting goalposts. 
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Deep Blue beats Garry 
Kasparov
1997

The Economist:

‘We now know that 
chess-playing skill does 
not, in fact, equal 
intelligence’
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Seven Humanistic Challenges to AI

1. Description and meaning making
2. The lectio difficilior
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The lectio difficilior
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The lectio difficilior
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Martin West

‘There is an important 
difference between a 
more difficult reading 
and a more unlikely 
reading.’ 

(1973: 51) 
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Seven Humanistic Challenges to AI

1. Description and meaning making
2. The lectio difficilior
3. ‘Said only once’, the hapax legomenon
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Not just what 
κλοτοπεύειν
means, but how 
it means  
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Seven Humanistic Challenges to AI

1. Description and meaning making
2. The lectio difficilior
3. ‘Said only once’, the hapax legomenon
4. Subjectivity
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Seven Humanistic Challenges to AI

1. Description and meaning making
2. The lectio difficilior
3. ‘Said only once’, the hapax legomenon
4. Subjectivity
5. Coming to our senses
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He is some sort of count, a man as 
old as Kronos, who once, long ago 
now, in the Church of the Apostles, 
gave me a brutal hiding with a 
stick, poor me, while I was 
standing there, hoping to watch the 
king’s procession. He worked my 
shoulders, head, ears, ribs, and 
legs, without mercy, crushing my 
every limb! I did my best to get 
away but there was no room to 
escape, because the crowds were 
pressing on like a river. Eventually, 
defeated, half-dead, and barely 
breathing, wailing at home and 
almost fainting I got away. 

Psellos, Poem 62 line 62
κόμης τίς ἐστι, τὸν χρόνον κατὰ Κρόνον,
ὃς ἐν ναῷ πάλαι με τῶν Ἀποστόλων 
θέλοντα πομπὴν τὴν βασιλέως βλέπειν 
ἀνηλεῶς ἔτυπτε (φεῦ μοι) τῷ ξύλῳ, 
ὤμους, κεφαλήν, ὦτα, πλευρὰς καὶ σκέλη 
παίων ἀφειδῶς, πᾶν μέλος μοι συντρίβων.
φεύγειν δ’ ἐμόχθουν καὶ φυγῆς οὐκ ἦν τόπος, 
ὥσπερ ποταμοῦ πλημμυρούντων τῶν ὄχλων,
ἕως ἀπειπών, ἡμιθνής, βραχὺ πνέων, 
οἴκοι στενάζων, λειποθυμῶν ᾠχόμην.

Logion suggests οἴμοι, ‘alas’
Cf: Constantinus Stilbes, Carmen de incendio, 
1.925f. About the great fire of Constantinople 
in 1197CE, so ca. 100 years after Psellos’ death]
οἴμοι στενάξω τοῖς ἀλαλήτοις γόοις,
ἕως ὁρῶ πῦρ, τὴν φθορὰν τῆς πατρίδος



Barbara Graziosi Slide 29

Par. suppl. gr. 690 f. 113r:

Cod. Laur. 32, 52 f. 124v:
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Seven Humanistic Challenges to AI

1. Description and meaning making
2. The lectio difficilior
3. ‘Said only once’, the hapax legomenon
4. Subjectivity
5. Coming to our senses
6. The square bracket
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Psellos
Remnants of Epistle 517 

Vat. Barb. gr. 240 
f. 218r
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Seven Humanistic Challenges to AI

1. Description and Meaning Making
2. The lectio difficilior
3. ‘Said only once’, the hapax legomenon
4. Subjectivity
5. Coming to our senses
6. The square bracket
7. Catastrophic forgetting and the global archive
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Logion and the Future
of the Premodern Past

1. Anxieties about AI - loss of control
2. Anxieties about philology - loss of expertise
3. Data science - can only be as good as the data used
4. Preserving the premodern archive 
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From: Cowen-Breen, C., Brooks, C., Haubold, J., Graziosi, B. 2023. “Logion: 
Machine-Learning Based Detection and Correction of Textual Errors in Greek 
Philology.” Proceedings of the Ancient Language Processing Workshop 1: 170-8.
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