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II 
How should emotion analysis annotators 
annotate?



Current answer: Let theory decide
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• Componential process theory


• Use 3–15 dimensions!
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• Componential appraisal theory holds that emotions are causally determined by 
fifteen distinct subpersonal stimulus-evaluation checks (there are ≈ 5¹² × 3³, six 
and a half billion emotions!) but they do not deny that these varied experiences 
are conceptualized as a limited number of fuzzy clusters (anger, fear etc.)



Upshot: 
Emotion analysis is about representations, 
expressions and elicitation of emotions in text.  

It is not clear that theorizing about the 
innateness or psychological etiology of 
emotions is relevant for that. 

We need some practical agreement on how to 
dilimit and individuate emotions, and in what 
ways they can pre present in text segments.
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Where can emotions be found in a text segment?

C O N T E N T

N A R R AT I O N

F O R M

Characters experience of talk about emotions

Emotions of characters are implied(rain, sunsets)
objects, actions or facts give rise to audience emotions

(disgusting things, dpangerious situations, offensive actions etc.

Narrator expresses emotions (interjections, framing etc.)
Organization of the material gives rise to emotions (cliffhangers, flashbacks)

intertextual links gives rise to emotions

assonances, rhymes, rhythm, metaphors etc. can cause emotions 

or express a certain emotional mood of the narrator

Selection of material implies narrator’s emotions (Griffin’s short obituaries)



III 
The experiment



My “annotators”



Give Positive, negative, mixed, or 
positive (yes/no) and negative (yes/

no), latter seems better



inter-model agreement (how does this 
agree with human annotators?)



Explore emotions, e.g. Which emotions are mixed?



Explore the texts: The Bechdel-test (Two women who speak to each other 
(grey) something other than a man (green)



My Bechdel test addition: and are they happy?!



Adding the greek novels



Who is the most dispassionate narrator?



How warm are epic and novel narrators?



Happiest epic?



Character with most mixed emotions?
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Does epic have a shape?



Distance to novels?



Most positive conversations?



Most negative conversations?


