
AIMEE HINDS SCOTT

What does Medusa look like?
Re ading  rac e  and  ge nde r be twe e n 

antiquity and  the  p re s e nt  



Intersectionality 

• Kimber lé Crenshaw  (1989; 1991) - legal fr amew ork

• Not a complete project!

• e xp lo re s  the  g a p  c re a te d  b y the  d iffe re nc e  b e twe e n 
wha t it  me a ns  to  b e  Bla c k, to  b e  a  wo ma n, a nd  to  b e  a  
Bla c k wo ma n. 

• b le nd  o f c ritic a l ra c e  the o ry a nd  fe minis t the o ry to  
d e s c rib e  the  c o nc e p t o f b e ing  multip ly a ffe c te d  b y 
e xc lus io n

• fo c us e d  o n Bla c k wo me n a nd  le g a l injus tic e s  
p e rp e tua te d  a g a ins t the m 





‘Black feminist thought fosters a fundamental 
p a ra d ig ma tic  s hift tha t re je c ts  a d d itive  a p p ro a c he s  to  
o p p re s s io n. Ins te a d  o f s ta rting  with g e nd e r a nd  the n 
a d d ing  in o the r va ria b le s  s uc h a s  a g e , s e xua l o rie nta tio n, 
ra c e , s o c ia l c la s s , a nd  re lig io n, Bla c k fe minis t tho ug ht 
s e e s  the s e  d is tinc tive  s ys te ms  o f o p p re s s io n a s  b e ing  
p a rt o f o ne  o ve ra rc hing  s truc ture  o f d o mina tio n’ (19 9 0 )

Blac k fe minis ms

‘Curre nt a s s ump tio ns  s e e  Afric a n-Ame ric a ns  a s  ha ving  
ra c e , W hite  wo me n a s  ha ving  g e nd e r, Bla c k wo me n a s  
e xp e rie nc ing  b o th ra c e  a nd  g e nd e r, a nd  W hite  me n 
e xp e rie nc ing  ne ithe r’ (19 9 8 )



Intersectionality: 
c ritic is ms  and  
s tre ng ths

• Additive models

• Class and identi ty pol i tics

• Visible and invisible identi ties 

• Interaction of categor ies



Why does it 
matte r?

• Fe minis t the o ry ha s  a llo we d  us  to  s e e  
b e yo nd  the  no rm...

• But fe minis t the o ry its e lf c a n p ro d uc e  
e xc lus io na ry re s e a rc h

• Inte rs e c tio na l a p p ro a c he s  c a n re ve a l 
mo re  a b o ut b ro a d e r ma rg ina l g ro up s  a nd  
ind ivid ua ls  



Who is 
Me dus a?



660 -5 0 0  BCE 
ca. 660 BCE 600-575 BCE ca. 580 BCE ca. 6th c. BCE ca.580-570 BCE

ca. 575 BCE ca. 570 BCE ca. 550-540 BCE ca. 530 BCE ca. 500 BCE

2 0 5 4



470 -10 0  BCE
470-460 BCE 450-440 BCE 450-400 BCE 4th c. BCE 4th c. BCE

late 4th - 3rd c. 
BCE

c. 300 BCE 300-275 BCE 2nd c. BCE 2nd c. BCE

2 0 5 4



47 BCE-5 5 0  CE
47 BCE 50-75 CE 2nd c. CE 115-150 CE 150-235 CE

2nd c. CE 2nd c. CE 2nd-3rd c. CE 3rd c. CE

2 0 5 4

4th-6th c. CE



1545-19 9 8  
1545-55 1597 1680 1792 1878

1964 1977 1977 1981 1998

2 0 5 4



2008 -p re s e nt
2008 2008 2012 2013 2013

2013 2018 2020 2021

2 0 5 4

2019



• Identi ty as social constr uction that contains w ithin i t social r eal i ty

• ‘r eal i ty of identi ties often comes fr om the fact that they are visibly 
marked on the body i tself , guiding i f  not determining the w ay w e 
perceive and judge other s and are judged and perceived’ (Alcoff  
2006) 

• ‘Although people are inter sectional subjects, many of them do not 
know  i t, for  our  discourse exaggerates the signi f icance of some 
group memberships w hi le discounting the signi f icance of other s’ 
(Meyers 2000).

Defining 
Intersectionality



Medusa with the Head of 
Perseus
2008, Luciano Garbati

• Is Medusa a w oman? 

• Does Medusa have a r ace?

2 0 5 42 0 5 4







660 -5 0 0  BCE 

ca. 575 BCE ca. 570 BCE

2 0 5 4



47 BCE-5 5 0  CE

2 0 5 4



• Is Medusa a w oman? 

• Does Medusa have a r ace?

20542054

• Body of an ‘every woman’

• Who can have this body?

• Colourlessness as erasure of 
polychromy

• Phenotypical feautures



AIMEE HINDS SCOTT

What does Medusa look like?

Thank you!
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